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From the Pastorôs Desk ~ 
An elderly Scottish woman lived in the most impoverished conditions in her hometown.  Years before, her 
son had emigrated to America and had become a very successful businessman, and yet had never found time 
to return home to visit his mother.  One day a friend sat talking with the old lady in her sparsely furnished 
cottage.  ñDoesnôt your son ever send you money to help with your needs?ò she inquired.  ñNo,ò the woman 
shook her head sadly, ñHe does write nice letters, though, and he sends me the most interesting pictures!ò   
The listener was annoyed, realizing that the son was quite wealthy.  But instead of speaking her mind, she 
simply said, ñMay I see the pictures?ò  The aged mother proudly brought them out of the drawer.  To her 
visitorôs amazement, they were not pictures at all.  They were valuable bank notes from America amounting 
to thousands of dollars.  For decades, the Scottish mother had been needlessly living in poverty because she 
did not realize the value of those ñinteresting picturesò.  She owned the bank notes, but she did not possess 
them.   
 
We have been considering on Sunday mornings the important role of faith in the believerôs life.  We want 
our faith to be authentic and real ï ñReal Faith for Real Life.ò  We want to ñpossessò all the spiritual re-
sources God has made available to us, to see our faith pay dividends in our daily lives. We want our faith to 
make a difference every day, in every real-life situation that comes our way - the frustrations of daily living, 
the disappointments, our failures, the hurts, the misunderstandings, our addictions and secret sins, the oppor-
tunities we miss to be a blessing or leave a kind word.  Despite our best intentions and efforts, we consist-
ently fail, until we remember what God says in Hebrews 11:6a, ñWithout faith it is impossible to please 
God.ò   Wow!    
 
The Jesus life is impossible to lead.  It is truly a supernatural life!  The only One who has ever successfully 
lived out the Jesus life is now in Heaven, seated at the right hand of God, our Creator.  So why do we so of-
ten fall into the trap of thinking we have to live out the Christian life (the Jesusô life) in our own strength?  
Why do we strive to keep a set of outward rules or laws and never realize the sheer impossibility of these 
misguided attempts to be like Jesus?   Why do we fight alone, in our own strength? 
 
Jesus told His disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the promised Holy Spirit.   When that day came everything 
changed! The disciples understood why Jesus had told them earlier, ñYou are filled with griefò (because He 
had told them He was going away), ñbut I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away.  Unless I go 
away the Advocate (the Holy Spirit) will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.ò    
ïJohn 16:6-7.    
 
We live by faith.  (II Cor. 5:7 and Gal. 3:11b.)   When we trust Christ as Savior we are indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit.  The power of the resurrection is available to us!   
 
Will you ñpossessò by faith the spiritual resources available to you by faith today?  Take a ñspiritual 
breathò.  Admit your failure, your sin, your lack of trust and let the Holy Spirit control your life today. 

FROM THE PASTORõS DESK 
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When Thankfulness is Hard 
-by Pastor Daniel Sjogren 

 
About a year ago, I accepted the position as the Pastor of Family Ministries here at St. Paulôs. Needless to 
say, I did not anticipate all of the upheaval that would occur between then and now: pastoral transitions, con-
gregational meetings, lawsuits, pandemic flare-ups...etc.  Beyond the craziness of things here, I have also ex-
perienced major upheaval personally with my motherôs cancer diagnosis and decline, the birth of my third 
son and the physical toll it has taken on my wife. Nicole and I thought 2020 was for sure going to be craziest 
and wildest year of our lives, but 2021 has found a way to outdo 2020. 
 
Some of you may identify with the personal chaos I have dealt with this year, but certainly everyone at St. 
Paulôs can identify with the upheaval we have experienced as a church body in the past year. In moments like 
this, it can be difficult to enter into the holiday season (and Thanksgiving in particular) with any sense of 
gratitude or positivity. And yet, the Bible clearly calls us to be thankful in every situation and circumstance 
of life. 
 
In moments and years like this, I am reminded of James 1:2 which says, ñCount it all JOY when you meet 
trials of various kindséò Before we can be people of thankfulness, we must first choose to be joyful. This 
doesnôt come naturally to most of us. Choosing to be joyful when things are difficult is not easy. It requires 
us to lean into our trust in God and the power of the Holy Spirit to provide us with something we would not 
normally have. I could choose to focus on and reflect on all of the challenging things that have happened 
since November 2020 (and it would be a really long list), but instead the Bible calls me to understand that in 
the midst of the difficulties of life, God is still accomplishing his work in my life and in the world. When I 
find joy in the trials of life, and when I understand they help grow and refine my faith, I can be thankful 
about almost anything. 
 
This isnôt a call for us to be robots or to get over the challenges of life. Pain, hurt, grief, and anger are all nor-
mal emotions to have and experience during the difficulties of this life. Choosing to be joyful and grateful in 
all things is not a command to sugarcoat lifeôs struggles. We need to be honest and real about how challeng-
ing life can be and shouldnôt try and hide behind a veneer of fake happiness. Being thankful and finding joy 
in hardships does not mean being fake. It means that even while we struggle with those things, we ask God to 
help us trust that he is still in control and caring for us. 
 
So, this November, as we enter into the holiday season, I want to encourage you to count it ALL joy. If you 
are feeling discouraged by the dark clouds hanging over the church or wrestling with some difficulties you 
are experiencing personally, ask God to help you count it all as joy. Even in the midst of all of lifeôs chal-
lenges, I have much to be grateful for and I suspect all of us do if we choose to focus on all of the good 

things God has given us. I recently saw a saying that has stuck with me. I woke up, I have clothes to wear, I 
have running water, I have food to eat, I am thankful. May you be reminded of Godôs every day blessings as 
you go through this month. 
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WOMENõS MINISTRY NEWS 

We would like to express our gratitude to God for allowing us to renew our 
wedding vows, and to Pastor Don Price for such a blest and meaningful 
service.   
 

Many thanks to the church office staff for their help, and to all of your for 
your love, support and prayers. 
 

 Jim and Martha Miller 

Womenôs Fellowship  ð  Join us for our next meeting, Wednesday, November 10 at 11:30am.  
Bring your lunch.  Dessert and drinks are provided.  

The White Cross group recently loaded up a tote of Love and Mercy 
kits and sent it to The Congo.   
 
They will have one more tote to send this year which will bring the 
total for the year to 50 Love Kits, 15 Mercy Kits, and 66 diapers.   
The response from the VBS kids and church is deeply appreciated.  


