
An Ecumenical 

Christian 

Housing 

Collaborative  

The Housing Gap  

in  

St. Louis 

35,000+ 

Affordable rental units 

needed for families making  

$22,400 or less** 

* A housing burden exists when a family’s 

housing costs are more than 30% of their 

annual income. Affordable housing exists 

when the family’s cost housing cost is 

below 30% of their income. 

** $22,400 is 30% of the regional annual 

median income in 2021. The Federal 

poverty level for a family of three in 2021 

was $21,960.  

*** Data from the 2021 St. Louis Affordable 

Housing Report Card 

* 

https://www.affordablestl.com/summary
https://www.affordablestl.com/summary


The Oikos Group 
The Hearts, Hands and Homes collaborative began because of the leadership of the 

Oikos Group.  With their support, this initiative is an ecumenical witness to united 

Christian faith, love of neighbor and a model for collaboration across dividing lines  
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Serve 100 families with 

social services for up to 

4 years & expand work 

from north city to also 

include south St. Louis 

City 

Create 90 affordable 

rental units & provide 

credit assistance to  

100-200 families 

Manage 324 affordable 

housing units & continue 

property development in 

North St. Louis by hiring 2 

support staff 

Convert 25 vacant homes 

in south St. Louis City to 

become homes for low to 

moderate income first 

time homebuyers 

Serve 75 disenfranchised 

families in becoming   

first-time homeowners 

through down payment 

assistance 

Create 20 affordable 

rental units in north 

St. Louis City 

Col laborat ive Tw o -Year  Goals  

834 Families 

Served 

100 New  

Homeowners 

135 Affordable 

Homes Provided 

Mission:  

to address the affordable housing gap in St. Louis 

Goal:  

To raise $3-6 Million by December 31 2023, to support 

agency-specific commitments below. 

https://www.stjosephhousing.org/
https://www.thefamstl.com/
https://tabdev.org/
https://www.ccstl.org/pathways-to-progress/
https://www.ldgstl.org/


Stability and 

Homeownership 

“In 2011, I lost two people very near and dear 

to me. … What that ‘began’ was four years of 

turmoil, instability and chronic 

homelessness.” 

   -Bridget 

“I stand here today with pride knowing that 

my grandmother didn’t suffer in vain 

because I now own my own home on my 

own with nobody else to hold financial 

security over my head and that makes me 

feel so good.” 

- Dallas 

“As we left the shelter, I needed some 

assistance. . .  without [Catholic Charities]  

I think I would have been some place I 

really didn’t want to be. . .” 

- Loddie 

Pastor Andre called us and was like ‘ we're 

not going to make you wait. You got the 

house. It’s yours. Go get your kids. This is 

home.’ “ 

- Shukara 

https://youtu.be/pPqweb53wXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_KNnJ9kAPfc&list=PLu3xi6nda11sNv-3n7zfsCfw5_pNld79V&index=2&t=70s
https://youtu.be/nbzivWTu1dc?t=528
https://www.youtube.com/live/k6Y8lvtHvwQ?feature=share&t=2049


Climb to Stability  

and 

Homeownership 



There are  two w ays you can help  us accompl ish 

the mission of  Hearts  Hands & Homes  

Join the Oikos Group  

In Supporting 

Hearts Hands & Homes 

Prayer  is the most important 

contribution anyone can  make. We ask that 

you pray for the Oikos Group and  the 

Hearts Hands & Homes agency members  

as well as those they serve 

Financial Support  
You can make gifts online at 

www.oikosgroup.org/ or by writing a check 

to “Archdiocese of St. Louis” with a memo 

of “Oikos Group - Hearts Hands and 

Homes” and sending it to:  

 

Archdiocese of St. Louis  

20 Archbishop May Dr  

Saint Louis, MO 63119 

https://www.oikosgroup.org/


Why Ecumenical  

Unity? 

“I ask not only on behalf of these  

[12 disciples] but also on behalf of those who 

believe in me through their word, that they may all 

be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, 

may they also be in us, so that the world may 

believe that you have sent me.“ 

- John 17:20-21 

As faith leaders, the members of the Oikos 

Group aim to unite hearts and hands to 

rebuild St. Louis in the hope that that their 

partnership would be an ecumenical witness 

to Christian faith, love of neighbor and a 

model for collaboration across dividing lines.  

“Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in 

agreement and that there be no divisions among you 

but that you be knit together in the same mind and 

the same purpose.”  

– I Corinthians 1:10 

https://www.archstl.org/oikos-group

